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Department or Board of Health of each Province, and such other 
persons, not to exceed five in number, as may be appointed by the 
Governor in Council, who shall hold office for three years. The 
Dominion Council shall meet at such times and places as the Minister 
may direct, and shall be charged with such duties and powers in 
respect to this Act as the Governor in Council may prescribe. 

7. Provincial or municipal boards not affected, — Nothing in this 
Act or in any regulation made thereunder shall authorize the Minister 
or any officer of the Department to exercise any jurisdiction or 
control over any Provincial or Municipal Board of Health or other 
health authority operating under the laws of any province. 

8. Annual report. — The Minister shall annually lay before Parlia- 
ment, within fifteen days after the meeting thereof, a report and 
statement of the transactions and affairs of the Department during 
the year then next preceding. [Assented to June 6, 1919.] 



IMPAIRMENT OF HEALTH OF COAL MINER. 

IOWA SUPREME COURT DECIDES THAT DAMAGES MAY BE RECOVEKED WHERE 

EMPLOYER WAS NEGLIGENT. 

It has been decided by the Supreme Court of Iowa ' that a coal 
miner whose health has been impaired may recover damages for 
such impairment when it is due to the failure of the employer to 
properly ventilate the mine as required by law. 

It was the employer's duty under the law to so ventilate the mine 
as to "render harmless and expel all noxious and poisonous gases." 
The employee was made ill by breathing the impure air in the mine 
and brought an action to recover damages. The employer claimed 
that no recovery could be had because the law permitted recovery 
only for personal injuries such as wounds and bruises as distin- 
guished from mere loss of health or sickness. The court did not 
interpret the law this way, but held that impairment of health was 
just as actionable as injury resulting in wounds and bruises. 

The court said: 

The material questions under the issues and admitted facts in this case are, Was 
the defendant negligent with respect to the ventilation of the mine; where plaintiff 
was employed? If defendant was thus negligent, did the plaintiff thereby sustain 
the injury of which he complains? If these two facts be established, defendant's 
liability to respond in damages is not open to question. * * * It may also be 
added, in view of the argument of counsel, that if defendant did fail in its duty in 
this respect, and plaintiff was thereby physically overcome or disabled to a degree 
causing him to suffer injury or loss, defendant's liability is neither avoided nor les- 

i Gay v. Hocking Coal Co. (169 N. W., 360). 
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sened by reason of the fact that plaintiff sustained no wound or bruise or other hurt 
of a traumatic character or origin. A wrongful injury which operates to destroy or 
uhderrfrlne or impair the health of another is no less actionable than is a wrong from 
which the injured person sustains wounds or bruises or broken bone3. 



LOCATION OF TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL. 

LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT DECIDES THAT ESTABLISHMENT OP TUBERCULOSIS HOS- 
PITAL IN CITY IS NOT A MENACE TO HEALTH. 

In a suit to enjoin the city of New Orleans from establishing and 
maintaining a tuberculosis hospital in the city, 1 one of the objections 
of the plaintiffs, who lived in the vicinity of the proposed site, was 
that the hospital would endanger their health. The Supreme Court 
of Louisiana did not take this view. The court said : 

* * * If it were proved with certainty that this hospital would endanger the 
health of this plaintiff or his family, perhaps a case might be presented for judicial 
interference. But .the very opposite is conclusively shown by the evidence, which 
is all one way to the effect that a well-kept tuberculosis hospital is not a menace to 
the health of the people living in its vicinity; and the presumption is that this hos- 
pital will be well kept. * * * 

Our conclusion is that the suit is groundless in so far as it is sought to be founded 
on the apprehended injurious character of the proposed hospital. * * * 



A CORRECTION— INFLUENZA IN NEW YORK CITY. 

A numerical error crept into one of the tables of the Public Health 
Reports for August 15, 1919. In Table II, page 1827, the annual 
death rate per 100,000 from influenza and pneumonia in New York 
City for 1918 should read: September, 136.2, and October, 3,516.0. 

i Le Bourgeois et al. v. City of New Orleans (82 South., 288), 



